
Immigration Data 101

29 January 2025

An Introduction to Databases and Datasets



INTERPRETATION

Simultaneous interpretation is available 
throughout the meeting today. 

Interprétation simultanée disponible 
tout au long de la réunion aujourd’hui.





Why do we need data?

• Data can help to understand:

• Newcomer populations

• Context of settlement and integration

• Trends in immigration

• Demographic and other data can support:

• Designing new services and programs

• Updating or expanding programs

• Funding applications



I. Census of Population

II. Longitudinal Immigration Database

• Economic outcomes

• Mobility

III. Open Government

IV. ARAISA Research Library



I. Census of Population

• Statistics Canada database

• National survey of all households in Canada

• Most recent 2021. Previous years: 2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996

• Immigrants and non-immigrants

• Data on income, education, family composition, etc.



















I. Census of Population: Immigration data

• Period of immigration

• Age at immigration

• Place of birth 

• All immigrants

• Recent immigrants

• Admission category/applicant type

• Pre-admission experience

• Generation (1st, 2nd, 3rd+)



I. Census of Population: Other data

• Visible minorities

• Ethnic or cultural origin

• Religion

• Language

• Official

• Mother tongue



I. Census of Population: Advantages
• Population (100% data; some 25% sample)

• Regional (provincial; CMA; health region, etc.)

• Comparative

• Canada, provinces, regions, etc.

• Previous census years

• Immigrant and non-immigrant



I. Census of Population: Disadvantages

• Out of date (only conducted every 5 years)

• Not all data dis/aggregated for immigrants



Poll: Census of Population

What Census data would you find most useful?

a) Immigrant demographics

b) Context (i.e. religion, language)

c) Regional comparisons

d) Historical trends



II. Longitudinal Immigration Database (IMDB)

• Statistics Canada database

• Combines data from IRCC and Canada Revenue Agency

• Includes all immigrants who filed taxes (in a given year)

• Interactive applications/visualizations

• Two main applications:

• Economic outcomes

• Mobility



























II. IMDB: Available data

• Economic outcomes

• Average income for immigrant tax-filers

• Province

• Admission category

• Admission year

• Gender

• Official language

• Pre-admission experience

• Type of income



II. IMDB: Available data

• Mobility

• Retention and interprovincial migration for immigrant tax-filers

• Province

• Admission category

• Admission year

• Gender and age

• Official language

• Pre-admission experience



II. IMDB: Advantages

• Comprehensive (i.e. accurate, reliable)

• Visualization

• Identify trends; use for presentations; etc.



II. IMDB: Disadvantages

• Out of date (i.e. data is 2-3 years old)

• Challenge to learn and navigate



Poll: IMDB

What would help you engage with the IMDB?

a) Tutorial on economic outcomes app

b) Tutorial on mobility app

c) A walkthrough with examples

d) How to interpret IMDB data



III. Open Government

• Federal government database

• Access to data from government organizations

• IRCC; Immigration and Refugee Board (IRB); Atlantic Canada Opportunities 

Agency (ACOA); Employment and Social Development Canada (ESDC); 

provincial governments 

• Excel documents

























III. Open Government: IRCC available data

• Status:

• Permanent residents

• Refugees and asylum claimants

• Refugee programs (Syrian, Afghan)

• Temporary residents

• TR to PR

• and more…



III. Open Government: IRCC available data

• Demographic:

• Province or CMA

• Age

• Gender

• Family status

• Language (official, mother tongue)

• Country of citizenship

• …



III. Open Government: IRCC available data

• Demographic:

• Education

• Skill level

• Immigration category

• Intended occupation (NOC)

• Intended destination

• Settlement provider & service type (for refugees)



III. Open Government: Advantages

• Up to date (within a few months)

• Access to many government datasets

• Downloadable Excel files



III. Open Government: Disadvantages

• Curated by IRCC

• Does not include every combination of indicator (i.e. NOC and province)

• Massive sets of data

• Excel formatting required



Poll: Open Government

What would help you engage with Open Government?

a) Explore data from different organizations

b) A deep dive into IRCC data

c) How to format data

d) How to interpret data



IV. ARAISA Research Library

• ARAISA database

• Research reports, publications, etc.

• Does not include datasets

• Categorizes research by theme

• i.e. Employment and Work; Housing; Retention



IV. ARAISA Research Library

Criteria for inclusion:

1. Open access

2. Contemporary issues in immigration

3. Focus on Atlantic Canada





















Questions?

araisa.ca

Or feel free to contact me at 
jchalmers@araisa.ca

mailto:jchalmers@araisa.ca
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